
POCANTICO HILLS 

NORTH TARRYTOWN * NEW YORK 10591 15 

TELEPHONE (914) 651-4505 

May 8, 1987 

Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

In response to the note you gave me at the Governing Council meeting I 
have examined the Rockefeller Foundation records which relate to Leo Szilard 
and Millislav Demerec. We have rich and extensive documentation of the 
activities and research of both scientists. 

The record of Szilard begins with a refugee scholar file, 1934-35 (RF 
1.1, 200D, box 153, folder 1881), which not only documents his departure from 
Germany and brief association with NYU, but through the RF officers' notes and 
diary entries provides some flavor of Szilard's personality and style. One RF 
officer thought Szilard suspicious because he had such an extensive network of 
friends in Europe and was so concerned for the future of their scientific 
enterprises. 

The trail picks up again with a grant to the University of Chicago in 
1949 to fund a seminar conducted jointly with Dr. Luria at Indiana University 
(RF 1.2, 216D, box 2, folder 12). Although this file is small, it contains a 
record of an interview with Luria about his research (31 January 1950), and 
evidence of Dr. Joshua Lederberg's participation in the Szilard-Luria seminar 
in 1943-49 and 1949-50. 

The third Szilard file is somewhat fuller than the other two because it 
contains mimeographed copies of some of Szilard's reports on the research he 
conducted at the University of Chicago, 1950-53 (RF 1.2, 200D, box 228, folder 
2205). One is titled "Experiments on Spontaneous and Chemically Induced 
Mutations of Bacteria Growing in the Chemostat," the chemostat being a 
bacteria-culturing device developed by Szilard. This file contains several 
brief Szilard letters and an extract from an RF officer's diary which notes 
that Szilard and his assistant Dr. Aaron Novick "are in close contact with 
Joshua Lederberg" among others. 

Rockefeller Foundation materials relating to Demerec are the record of 
grants to the Long Island Biological Association (Cold Spring Harbor 
laboratories) and to the Drosophila Stock Center. Although I did not review 
every page of what approaches 1000 pages of documents, I believe that these 
files do not reveal much about Demerec's own research. 

The Demerec material begins with several substantial files on the 
Drosophila Stock Center, 1933-50, and include grants for its establishment and 
for the publication of Demerec's volume on the general biology of drosophila 
(RF 1.1, 200D, box 137, folders 1696-1700). I noticed in folder 1696 an RF 
diary entry of 23 July 1935 which notes that Demerec and co-experimenter Janes 
are using "soft x-rays in an attempt to produce desired mutations [in 
drosophila] at will." Another document (for which I did not take a citation) 
thanks Demerec Eor providing (Warren Weaver ?) a map of the chromosomes for 
the salivary glands of drosophila. 



There are two substantial files on the Long Island Biological Association 
(RF 1.2, 200D, box 196, folders 1831-1832). One file documents the RF grant to 
the LIBA to refurbish its buildings, 1950-53, and includes a brief manuscript 
history of the LISA. Included in this material is a program for a "Genes and 
Mutations" symposium of 7-15 June 1951 which includes presentations by Szilard 
& Novick, and Lederberg. In a summary of the meeting written by an attending 
RF officer (Warren Weaver, I believe), it was noted that genetics appeared to 
be moving beyond the era of maize and fruit flies. 

The other file appears to focus on the transformation of the LIBA into 
the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories, 1960-63, and includes minutes of the 
trustees and incorporation proceedings. Some of the meetings took place at 
Rockefeller University. 

There also appears to be some Szilard and Demerec material in the General 
Correspondence files of the RF, but I did not pursue it. Carolyn Kopp is 
looking for related documents in the University collections. 

Sincerely yours, 
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DHS/WP2 

Darwin H. Stapleton 
Director 


